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THE LATEST FROM 
YOUR LODGE 

TANNEHILL LODGE # 52 A F & A M . 

507 S. HARWOOD ST.  

DALLAS, TEXAS  

214 -460 -3122  

HIGHLAND PARK LODGE # 1150  

A F & A M  

507 S. HARWOOD ST.  

DALLAS, TEXAS  

FROM THE EAST AT TANNEHILL 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all the Brothers from 

Highland Park Lodge No. 1150 and Tannehill Lodge No. 52 to our 

very first combined lodge newsletter.  Both lodges are sharing equally 

in the cost of this. 
  
Tannehill Lodge is experiencing great growth right now. We have ten 

E.A.'s at this time working their way to Master.     
 
Our monthly stated meeting is on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 

7:00 p.m., with supper at 6:00 p.m.  We meet every Monday and Tues-

day Night for study club to work with the E.A.ôs and to practice our 

floor work, Q.& A. on all three degrees.  As a new project for 2008 we 

will be learning the Masonic Grave Side Service.  We meet at 6:00 

p.m. for supper then study club immediately after. 
  
We have many exciting projects going at this time and planned for the 

future. One of our projects is the 2nd annual Veterans Celebration.  It 

is scheduled for Saturday, May 24, 2008, with lunch at 12:30 p.m., and 

the ceremonies immediately following.  This is an open meeting and 

last year was very well attended. We will be having many dignitaries 

there so please make your reservations now for your family and 

friends.  They do not have to be Masons to attend. 
 
My Masonic year has been great.  Being Worshipful Master of the 

oldest Masonic lodge in Dallas County is a wonderful experience.  It is 

both an honor--and a little scary at times. 
  
I look forward to seeing everybody there at our next study club or 

stated meeting. Please feel free to call us at 214 747 3345.  
  
I also want to thank Past Master's Gary Hill (Tannehill) and Bowen 

Florsheim (Highland Park) for putting this newsletter together. 
  
FRATERNALLY YOURS 
  
James Burnett W.M. 

FROM THE EAST AT HIGHLAND PARK 
 

Welcome to the first installment of our joint newsletter.  We hope it will 

become a long tradition between our two lodges ð Highland Park 

#1150 & Tannehill #52ð as a way for us to keep all of our Brothers 

informed on current and upcoming events, lodge history, and future 

goals for the two Lodges. 
 
Our arrival to the Masonic Temple in downtown Dallas has sparked a 

new era of growth and rejuvenation for Highland Park Lodge.  We have 

several young men who are learning the work of Masonry.  In addition, 

many of our current Lodge officers are going through the chairs for their 

first time.   
 
At our new location, we share residence with other active Lodges.  The 

fellowship that we experience from the other Lodges is at a level that we 

have not enjoyed in a long time.  Our officers and members regularly 

interact with and visit the other Lodge meetings.  This is especially true 

of Tannehill #52.   Even before our relocation to the Temple, Tannehill 

#52 has been a true friend to Highland Park #1150.  And now that we 

meet at the same location, that friendship continues to grow and has 

resulted in many joint events between our two Lodges.   
 
One such exciting event is the Second Annual Memorial Day Celebra-

tion!  Tannehill, Highland Park, Jewel P. Lightfoot and hopefully other 

lodges will join in presenting a fabulous Memorial Day Celebration 

program.  The Celebration will take place on Saturday, May 24, 2008 at 

12:30 p.m.  Lunch will be served followed by the program.  It is an open 

meeting and families and friends should be invited.  In attendance will 

be active and retired military personnel and a number of other VIPôs.  

We will also be presenting our annual Community Service Award to a 

deserving individual who has performed selfishly for the community. I 

highly encourage everyone to attend.  Last year's program was great and 

this year will be even better, so please join us. 
 
For information on this and other Highland Park Lodge related events, 

please visit our website: highlandparklodge.org.  Also, please email me 

at jackmscott@gmail.com, so I can put you on our email list.   
 
Have a wonderful year!  I look forward to seeing you all at our Stated 

Meetings on the Third Tuesday of the Month.   
 
Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Jack M. Scott, III 

WELCOME 
 

You have before you the first joint newsletter from 

Tannehill Lodge No. 52 and Highland Park Lodge 

No. 1150, produced in order to communicate with all 

of our members.  Here you will find the latest news 

about your Lodge activities, calendars, information 

from Grand Lodge, and other matters of interest.  

Please feel free to give us your comments AND AR-

TICLES AND INFO to help us to better serve our 
Brothers and their families.  

James Burnett ð Worshipful Master 

Bear Who Walks Softly ð Senior Warden 

Dale Joliff ð Junior Warden 

 Johnny Plaster ð Treasirer 

Gary V. Hill, PM ð Secretary 

Ted New, PM ð Chaplin 

Andrew Rohrbacher ð Senior Deacon 

Gerardo Flores ð Junior Deacon 

Peter Salonikidis ð Senior Steward 

Alberto Barron ð Junior Steward 

Chris Keller ð Marshall 

Arnulfo (Arnie) Perez ð Master of Ceremonies 

Herb Garon, Jr., PM ðMusician 

Cervando Gonzales ð Photographer 

Jack M. Scott, III ð Worshipful Master 

Andrew Rorbacher ð Senior Warden 

Matthew Townsend ð Junior Warden 

Gary V. Hill ð Treasurer 

Mike Biddler ð Secretary 

Kelly Weed ð Chaplin 

J. Darrell Kirkley ð Senior Deacon 

Bowen L. Florsheim ð Junior Deacon 

John H. Slate ð Senior Steward 

Ben F. Hammond ð Junior Steward 

Scott Brossi ð Marshall 

Stan McAnelly ð Master of Ceremonies 

John H. Slate ð Tiler 

Included in this Newsletter is a form for updating 

your personal information with either or both Lodges.  

Please fill it out and return it if we have not seen or 

heard from you recently. 

FEBRUARY 2008 



2 

MEET THE BROTHERS  

BRO. DAVID M. (MIKE) 

BIDDLER , PM 
 
Mike was born in Santa Barbara, CA in 

October, 1943.  After his father was 

discharged from the U.S. Navy in late 

1945, the family moved back to Okla-

homa.  He graduated from Checotah HS 

in 1962 and Oklahoma State University 

in 1967 with a B.S. degree in Hotel and 

Restaurant Administration.  In 1976 he 

received a Master of Liberal Arts degree from S.M.U.  He joined 

the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1966 and upon being separated off 

active duty, moved to Dallas in 1969.  He met Emily, and they 

were married July 10, 1971.  Mike and Emily have two children, 

Jeanie Brown who lives in Charlotte, NC with her husband, 

Frank and David who is a teacher and coach in Richardson 

I.S.D. 

 

He joined Highland Park Lodge in 1974 and was raised a Master 

Mason on July 17, 1975.  He served as Worshipful Master in 

1980-81.  He has also served as Treasurer and is currently Secre-

tary.  He is a Past Commander of Dallas Commandery No. 6; a 

Past Patron of Edwin J. Kiest Chapter No. 959, and John L. De-

Grazier Chapter No. 881, OES.  He is the current Worshipful 

Master of Edwin J. Kiest Lodge No. 1310.  He is also the Secre-

tary of the 14th District Masters, Wardens, and Secretaryôs Asso-

ciation. 

 

In January, 1995 he retired from the Naval Reserve as a Senior 

Chief Petty Officer.  At the end of January, 2008 he will retire 

from the Dallas Independent School District where he has 

worked for the past 35 years in the Food Service Department.  

He is looking forward to spending more time working in Ma-

sonic organizations and doing volunteer work at his church and 

with Boy Scouts.  He is a member of the 6th Corps Military His-

tory and Preservation Society and enjoys collecting period 

memorabilia.  He owns a 1945 Willys Jeep complete with a 

Browning 50 cal. M2 machine gun.  Mike and Emily enjoy go-

ing on one or two cruses each year. 

BRO. BEAR WHO WALKS 

SOFTLY 
 
Bear (Yona Gagi Edoahah Wane-

shia), aka William M. Fry, Jr., was 

born in Lampasas, Texas, June 18, 

1947, and is the oldest of seven chil-

dren.  He married Wanda G. Ivey in 

1970, and they have four children, 

eight grandchildren, and three great-

grandchildren.  
 
He enlisted in the United States Navy in 1964.  While in the 

Navy, he attended, among others, Gunnery School, Navy Se-

curity School, deep water escape training, parachute school, 

and Navy survival school.  Bear served in Vietnam in 1967-

1968.  In 1974, he left the Navy Reserves and joined the 

United States Army National Guard, in which he trained as a 

combat medic, operating room technician, and LVN. 
 
After leaving active duty with the Navy, Bear attended Texar-

kana Junior College, taking courses in police science, real es-

tate, and agriculture.  He then attended LSU Alexandria where 

he majored in pre-med and minored in music and agriculture.  

He also has taken Police CLE courses at Sul Ross State Uni-

versity in Alpine, Texas. 
 
Bear has been a member of the Texarkana and Lufkin, Texas 

police departments and has a life time appointment as a Fed-

eral Marshal (Sovereign Cherokee Nation Tejas). 
 
In 1987, Bear was elected as a Chief of the Sovereign Chero-

kee Nation Tejas, and in 1988 was ordained Chief and elected 

Chief Justice of the SCNT.  In 2005 he was elected Principal 

Chief, a position he continues to hold. 
 
Bear was raised to Master Mason in 1980, in the Seagoville 

Masonic Lodge No. 654 and remains an endowed member of 

that Lodge.  He also is an endowed member of Tannehill 

Lodge No. 52 (currently Senior Warden), and is a member of 

the Seagoville Chapter and Council, A. C. Garrett Com-

mandery No. 103, Scottish Rite Valley of Texas, Knights Ma-

son and the Lodge of Research. 

 
BOOK DRIVE FOR 

SCOTTISH RITE HOSPITAL 

 
Many thanks to BROTHER JOHN SLATE, PM, High-

land Park Lodge, for putting together a most successful 

book drive for the benefit of Scottish Rite Childrenôs 

Hospital.  John, largely on his own, collected well over 

two thousand books which were recently delivered to the 

Hospital.  Brother Slateôs actions are an excellent exam-

ple of Blue Lodge activities and charitable work. 

 

Recognition and thanks also to HALF PRICE BOOKS 

of Dallas.  Itôs contributions were essential to making the 

book drive the success it was.    
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MAIN EVENTS FROM GRAND LODGE 

W 
ELCOME  AND CONGRATULATIONS  TO OUR NEWEST GRAND MASTER, MOST 

WORSHIPFUL  THOMAS  F. (TOMMY ) GRIFFIN  AND HIS NEW OFFICERS OF 

GRAND LODGE FOR THE  COMING  YEAR .   
 

Grand Lodge was very well attended (nearly 4,000 warm bodies) and a lot was accomplished 

without major conflicts among the attending brothers.   
 
One of the Resolutions and one of the Grand Masters Recommendations that were adopted are 

of special interest.  Resolution No. 9 permits Texas Masons to personally possess and use code 

and cipher books, though they are barred from use in instruction and from all Lodge premises.  

Recommendation No. 1 permits Lodges (at the Masterôs discretion) to open and hold business 

meetings of the Lodge in the Entered Apprentice degree.  While EAôs and FCôs may (and are 

encouraged to) attend such business meetings, they are not permitted to vote and are not recog-

nized as Master Masons.  (Both Tannehill and Highland Park Lodges have since opened busi-

ness meetings in the EA degree with great success and attendance.)  

MORE THAN REPORTS AND VOTING AT GRAND 

LODGE 
 
On December 6th, 2007 delegations from both Tannehill Lodge 

No. 52 and Highland Park Lodge No. 1150 shoved off for Waco 

to attend the 2007 Annual Communications of the Grand Lodge 

of Texas. 
 
Tannehill showed up in great numbers with 18 Masons and 10 

wives. Highland Park with 8 Masons. These numbers are really 

much better than the recent past and show that each of these 

lodges are growing in numbers and interest about Masonry. 
 
Many of these Masons attended for the first time and we under-

stand were quite impressed with the ceremonies and procedures 

of Grand Lodge. They of course were present with the election 

process and the election of our New Grand Junior Warden and 

the voting on the many matters before the Grand Lodge. 
 
They spent a great deal of time downstairs in the Museum with 

the many pieces of Masonic memorabilia including the model of 

King Solomonôs Temple constructed about 16 years ago by Gary 

Hill, PM of Tannehill Lodge. 
 
Despite a mix-up on Thursday, both Thursday and Friday were 

evenings of fellowship and dining and were enjoyed by the at-

tendees from both Lodges.  Friday evening at Lake Brazos 

Steakhouse was very well attended and just as great as in the 

past. 
 
 There were a number of programs offered just for the wives.  

These were enjoyed by all the wives and the experience of just 

attending Grand Lodge Grand Lodge with their husbands was 

unique and very informative.  As you know, manyðincluding 

our wives--believe that we have a very secret organization.  The 

Grand Lodge experience for the wives opened many eyes and 

showed them that such is not the case.  
 
Hopefully next year many more Masons and their wives may 

attend Grand Lodge and I assure you, we who have been there 

are looking forward to it. 

GRAND LODGE OFFICERS FOR 2008 
 

Grand Master:  M:W: Thomas F. Griffin 

 Winnie-Stowell Lodge No. 1377 
 

Deputy Grand Master:  R:W: Walter D. Counts 

 Orient Lodge No. 905 
 

Grand Senior Warden:  R:W: Orville L. OôNeill 

 White Rock Lodge No. 234 
 

Grand Junior Warden:  R:W: T. E. Carnes 

 Harlandale Lodge No 1213 
 

Grand Treasurer:  R:W: Archie W. Scott 

 Lexington Lodge No. 138 
 

Grand Secretary:  R:W: Tommy D. Guest 

 Stephenville Lodge No. 207 
 

Grand Chaplin:  R:W: Wilson B. Banta 

 Anahuac Lodge No. 995 
 

Grand Orator:  R:W: Brack Jones, Jr. 

 Beaumont Lodge No 286 
 

Grand Marshal:  R:W: Russell C. Eberley 

 League City Lodge No. 1053 
 

Grand Senior Deacon:  W: William L. Wyatt 

 Pine Tree Lodge No. 1396 
 

Grand Junior Deacon:  W: Ronald D. Park 

 Carrollton Lodge No. 1400 
 

Grand Senior Steward:  W: James W. Pearson 

 Poteet Lodge No. 1074 
 

Grand Junior Steward:  W: Cecil D. Robison 

 Charles W. Anderson Lodge No. 1413 
 

Grand Organist:  W: Dennis K. Bishop 

 Madison Lodge No. 126 
 

Grand Pursuivant:  W: H. F. Tull, III 

 Polytechnic Lodge No. 925 

 

Grand Photographer:  W: K. J. Smith 

 S. B. Mosser Lodge No. 912 

 

Grand Tiler:  W: Lockey L. Hicks 

 Snow River Lodge No. 385 


